Clacton Rugby Club
Writtle Wanderers

21 points;
Clacton

33 points

Essex League – Division One

Saturday 14th January 2012 

Clacton eventually overcame Writtle Wanderers in their Division One fixture, but not before the bottom-of-the-table side had caused their visitors some anxiety, and the Seasiders will be grateful that they have now removed this potential banana skin.

Injuries and unavailability meant that Clacton went into the game without Aaron Johnston, James Barbour, Matt Barbour, Tyler Fitzpatrick, Michael Pedder and Aaron Redpath, and first team debuts were given to Adrian Nation and Ollie Redpath.  The bright sun had removed any frost from the pitch and, with little wind, conditions were ideal for winter sport.

Clacton started the game in determined mood and managed to keep the home side in their half for the first ten minutes before Ollie Redpath marked his debut with a try.  Darren Tully slotted over the conversion kick, but any thoughts of a comfortable afternoon were soon dispelled.  

Despite the Clacton forwards dominating at the scrum and line-out, the visitors were making too many mistakes.  They were also conceding penalties when in a strong position, and eventually paid the price in the 26th minutes when a loose ball was hacked through the middle, and a Writtle player won the chase for it under the posts.  Five minutes later, worse was to follow as Darren Hotten tried the patience of the referee and received a yellow card.  From the resultant penalty, the home side forced their way over the line, and went into half-time holding a 14-7 lead.
Shane Jerram replaced the injured Simon Anderson at the break, and within six minutes of the restart, Jake Buxey capitalised on some excellent work from his forwards to reduce the arrears.

The possible turning point of the match came in the 52nd minute when a home player was yellow-carded for persistent infringing.  Clacton swarmed over the 14 men, and twice the ball was deemed to have been held up.  From the third 5-metre scrum, Darren Hotten was able to pick the ball up and dive over the line for a converted try, and a 19-14 lead.
Four minutes later, a surging run by James Garrod created an opening for Richard Blanes to blast his way over the line, and Clacton had added 14 points whilst the opposition were down to 14 men.  They were made back-up to their full complement soon after, but the Seasiders were now in the command.  Another well-rehearsed line-out saw Lee Turner winning the ball, and allowing Shane Jerram to get his name on the score sheet.

However, Writtle refused to lie down, and with eight minutes left, they pulled the scores back to 33-21 with a third converted try.  This made for a nervy last period that was compounded when Richard Blanes received a yellow card, but the 14-men managed to hold-out to the final whistle.

Having secured the four points, plus a try-scoring bonus point, Clacton move up to fourth in the Division One table.  Five of their last eight matches are at Vista Road, and they will be hoping to consolidate that position by the end of the season.

The first team are without a fixture this Saturday [21st January 2012] with the next match scheduled for 28th January against third place Billericay.

Clacton Kestrels

72 points;
Brightlingsea Pirates

36 points

Suffolk Merit League – Division Two
Saturday 21st January 2012 

These two local rivals produced over 100 points in the Suffolk Merit League fixture that provided some rich entertainment for the Vista Road spectators.  Managers Alan Lee and Paul Burnett were able to get 19 players together, and so they were able to lend some to a slightly depleted visiting side.  The upshot was that 30 players were able to have a game of rugby on a Saturday afternoon, and that is the ethos behind Merit League rugby.

Clacton scored 12 tries through Matt King (3), Aaron Redpath (3), Mikie Hazel (3), Jon Shipman, Josh Palmer, and Alan Lee.  Four of the Brightlingsea tries were also scored by Clacton players – Nick Evans (2), Alex Lockert and Tom Cox.

The Kestrels are back in action this Saturday [21st January 2012] when they travel to Thurston for a re-arranged Suffolk Merit League fixture.  Kick-off is at 2.15 pm.
